
      It is not breaking news to say that a major transition is upon us as Pastor 

Steve and his family prepare to serve at First UMC in Midland and as we 

prepare to welcome another pastor in our conference to serve here at 

Aldersgate. (I am excited to share with you that I have been re-appointed to 

serve as your associate pastor, by the way!) 

      It’s no wonder that I’ve been thinking lately about other major 

transitions in my life and how God has used them to help me grow as a follower of Jesus.  

      Two years ago, Jason and I received word that his position was being restructured, which meant 

that we would soon be out of both a job and a home. Two days before we were scheduled to move, 

we received a call that a 5-month-old girl in the ICU of the Parkland Hospital Burn Unit was in need 

of foster parents in Abilene. The next day, we drove to Dallas to meet Natalie and bring her home. 

The day after that, we moved into the house across the street from the church. Thirteen days later, 

Natalie was moved to another family in another city. Jason and I thought we would never see her 

again. About a month later, we found out that I was pregnant with Auggie, which we considered to 

be our own personal miracle. About a month after that, we received the call that Natalie, now 8 

months old, needed to come live with us again. Just like that, we went from zero kids to two, in what 

we call our double miracle.  

      So much beauty came our way during those transitional months. And yet those were some of the 

hardest days of our life, to-date. You know as well as I do from your own transition stories that the 

greatest gifts in life, they change us, from the inside out.  

      In the Methodist tradition, we consider this to be the work of God, and we call it sanctification. I 

wonder if John Wesley and the early Methodists had sanctification in mind when the appointment 

and itineration system was formed. Because certainly, this pastoral transition is going to change us, as 

individual believers and as a community of faith. 

      Sometimes the challenge, amid the grief and the uncertainty that accompany most transitions, is 

to see that change as a good thing when everything seemed so great before. And that’s exactly when 

sanctification can do it’s best work, Sisters and Brothers, when we open ourselves to greater goodness 

than we can even imagine, knowing that letting go of our current reality is always a little painful. 

      And that’s exactly where we are, with one foot in the current goodness of God’s work in our 

community and one foot stepping forward to wherever our Rabbi is leading us. I can’t wait to see 

where the next step takes us. 


